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LED Sign Service Project 

The FFA members have formed a committee and have been 
working to raise money in order to pay for an LED sign to put 
in front of the Scales Mound School.  
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Creed 
Speaking CDE 

 According to the 
official FFA website, “reciting 
the FFA Creed has become – 
in its own, unique way – a rite 
of passage.” Every year, there 
is a Creed Contest where 
members compete by reciting 
the FFA Creed and then 
answering a few questions 
pertaining to its importance. 
This year, two of our 
Greenhands competed: Ethan 
Shetler and Hannah Edmonds. 
The two enjoyed the 
experience and said it was a 
great event to compete in.  
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Annual FFA Auction: A 
huge thank you to all 
contributors! 

Every year in February the Scales Mound FFA holds a 
product and labor auction. This auction is the only fundraiser 
that our chapter holds, and therefore it is a major event. The Ag 
Business classes worked on getting the auction set up starting 
around the middle of December. The students worked many 
hours contacting donors, picking up donations, making 
certificates, selling tickets, and doing the overall set up of the 
auction. The auction gives students an opportunity to experience 
what it takes to set up a major event and take on major 
responsibilities.  

This year, the auction was held on Saturday, February 
21, with 70 lots. The grand total we earned was just over 
$26,000. The Scales Mound FFA would like to thank everyone 
for his or her contributions and purchases. We greatly appreciate 
the generosity of the community. Without you, this auction 
would not be possible.  
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Section & District Proficiencies 
All of the Scales Mound Ag students have 

completed their record books. In their record books, 
students are required to record everything they have 
learned, all of their experiences, all of the money 
they’ve earned, etc. in their SAE (Supervised 
Agricultural Experience). The SAEs are separated into 
different categories. The most competitive book in each 
category is sent to Section Proficiencies to be reviewd 
before the student interview. Section proficiencies were 
held on Monday, February 16. The Scales Mound FFA 
chapter took thirteen individuals to be interviewed and 
seven of those individuals placed first in their individual 
categories, moving on to District Proficiencies on 
March 11.   

At District Proficiencies, those competing, plus 
Harrison Jakel, had some important jobs. Not only 
were they responsible for their interviews, but they were 
also responsible for helping keep the event running 
smoothly and getting every competitor and judge to the 
right place at the right time. There were many 
compliments from the judges on how smoothly the 
event had been run.  

Many of the seven competing came home with 
second place in their individual category and a plaque 
from winning at the section level. Congratulations to all 
of the competitors! 

This spring’s blood drive was held on Monday 
March 2. A total of 38 units were donated. Thank 
you to the Red Cross, donors, and all of the FFA 
members who helped keep everyone comfortable! 
The last blood drive this year is May 18. We hope 
you can help us add to the senior scholarship 
funds! 

Blood Drive 

Section Proficiency Winners 
front to back: 

Sonja Townsend, Abagail Davis, 
Kyle Wienen, Hunter Hall, Jack 

Korte, Jack Peart, and Jalen 
Phillips 

Hannah Wienen, Hannah 
Edmonds, Zac Stadel, and Jack 
Peart keeping donors comfortable 

as they donate blood. 
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State Degrees 
Abagail Davis, Harrison Jakel, Katie Kruger, 

and Jack Peart applied for their State Degrees at the 
beginning of February. These four students had to meet 
several requirements. They had to have earned a GPA 
of 2.5 or better, completed two years of an SAE record 
book, received their chapter degree, worked 25 hours 
community service, earned $1,500 from their SAE or 
worked 750 hours in their SAE, and have completed 
two consecutive years of agricultural classes. These four 
students’ applications have passed the first round of 
judging and are now confirmed! These four individuals 
will receive their degrees at the Illinois State FFA 
Convention on June 11.  

Poultry Judging CDE 
 

The Section 1 Poultry Judging CDE was 
held on January 14. Nineteen members (five of 
which were junior high FFA members) attended 
this CDE, creating four teams. At poultry 
judging, these members judged eggs by candling 
and grade levels, and also judged how well live 
chickens will produce eggs, the quality levels of 
processed meat, and the different cuts of 
chicken. Out of the members that competed, 
Ryan Schiess placed 5th individually. Congrats to 
Ryan! 

 

 

Team 1: (left to right) TJ 
Forsberg, Ryan Schiess, Kristy 

Kruger, Ben Davis, and Hannah 
Edmonds 

Team 3: (left to right) Nicole 
Pavino, Morgan Jakel, Katie 

Pingel, Kelsey Wienen, and 
Hannah Wienen 

Team 2: (left to right) Adam 
Curtiss, Luc Fox, Seth 

Hammer, and Ryan Kruger 

The Junior High team (6th 
Grade): (left to right)  Maddie 

Pingel, Taylor Korte, 
Raymond Forsberg,Calvin 

Frank, Keaton Pickel 
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Women Changing 
the Face of AG 

When you think of someone 
in agriculture, do you think of a man 
or a woman? Most people think of a 
farmer, but more specifically, a male 
farmer. We all know that women 
work in agriculture, but we don’t 
always consider how big of a part of 
agriculture women are. At this 
conference, women in the 
agricultural field came together to 
tell about how they made an impact 
in agriculture and how young 
women can move on to be a part of 
the agricultural workforce. 

Fourteen girls from our 
chapter stayed in a hotel the night 
before the conference and attended 
the conference the next morning. 
Later in the day, the girls broke off 
into different groups and each of 
them attended different sessions to 
help them get a better view on 
different things related to 
agriculture. Some of these sessions 
included building your character, 
FarmHer, working with animals, 
and a variety of other informational 
sessions.   

Women in Agriculture was a 
very informational event that taught 
all of the ladies that they, as well as 
others, are able to pursue an 
agricultural field if they choose that 
path.  

This year, the Scales Mound FFA Chapter 
has decided to spearhead the project to fundraise 
and choose an LED sign to replace our current 
school sign. Our current sign requires the students 
to go outside and manually change events and 
dates. The FFA decided that getting an LED sign 
would be a good way of keeping the public updated 
on school events, while also keeping our students 
and faculty out of the cold and in the classroom. 
The LED part of the sign that we have selected is 
8’3” by 2’6”. This sign will go where the current 
school sign is located.  

The Scales Mound FFA chapter is currently 
fundraising for the LED Sign. As of now, we have 
$8,539.93 towards the project, which is about 43 
percent of our goal of $19,856. Out of this amount, 
the Scales Mound PTO donated $4,000, the Scales 
Mound Recreation Association donated $500, the 
FFA Alumni donated $750, Townsquare Media Ag 
Show donated $240, and the fundraising from the 
Chili Suppers and Schwan’s has also added $2,585 
and $464.96 respectively. The LED Sign committee, 
with the help of Mr. Bianchetta, has also applied for 
the Dubuque Racing Association grant and will find 
out the results in April.   

 The Schwan’s fundraiser is still open for orders 
with a five percent return. You can contribute by 
placing your order on Schwans-cares.com and 
selecting Campaign ID #17950. Any donations or 
contributions to this Schwan’s fundraiser would be 
greatly appreciated and would help the Scales Mound 
FFA reach our goal of $19,856.  

 

LED Sign Service Project  
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212 Conference 

While in FFA, members learn a lot about 
leadership. Without leadership, nothing can be 
accomplished. Because of this, the FFA organization 
finds it very important to have conferences to teach the 
FFA members leadership skills. The 212 Conference is 
one of the many leadership conferences available to 
FFA members. This year on January 20 and 21, 
sophomores Lauren Sigafus and Erin Winter, and 
freshman Ben Davis attended 212 Conference. The 
conference was held in Schaumburg, IL, where 
members did several activities, learning just a few of the 
many skills needed to be a successful leader. A few skills 
that were focused on during the activities were 
communication, goal setting, values, and character.  

The three FFA members had a great experience and 
learned a lot about leadership. The conference will help 
them push themselves and others forward. 

Banquet 
 Each year, the Scales Mound FFA holds a 
banquet to thank everyone who contributed to the 
progression of our FFA chapter and to congratulate the 
FFA members on their successes of this year. This year 
the banquet was held on Tuesday, March 10.  

 As part of the banquet, we congratulated eight 
members on receiving their chapter degrees (Morgan 
Jakel, Katie Pingel, Zac Stadel, Lauren Sigafus, Nicole 
Pavino, Hannah Wienen, Kelsey Wienen, Ryan Kruger 
and Erin Winter) and eight members on receiving their 
greenhand degrees (Madelyn Cocagne, Adam Curtiss, 
Ben Davis, Hannah Edmonds, Luc Fox, Kristy Kruger, 
Ryan Schiess and Ethan Shetler). 

212 attendees (left to right) with Illinois 
State  Treasurer Willow Krumwiede: 

Ben Davis, Lauren Sigafus, Erin 
Winter 

New Chapter Degrees  (left to right) 
Erin Winter, Ryan Kruger, Lauren 

Sigafus, Nicole Pavino, Kelsey 
Wienen, Katie Pingel, Hannah 

Wienen, Morgan Jakel, Zac Stadel 

New Greenhand Degrees (left to 
right) 

Kristy Kruger, Ethan Shetler, 
Ben Davis, Ryan Schiess, 
Hannah Edmonds, Adam 

Curtiss, Maddie Cocagne, Luc 
Fox 



 

 

 

Monsanto Donation 
At the Banquet the Scales Mound FFA 

recognized a $2,500 donation from Jo Daviess 
Country farmer, Daniel Schamper, and 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
sponsored by the Monsanto Fund. This donation 
will help the Scales Mound FFA purchase a 
hoop building that will enable us to extend the 
growing season of cool-season crops that can be 
used by the school cafeteria. 

We, the Scales Mound FFA chapter, 
greatly appreciate this donation. We are so 
fortunate to have such great supporters. 

 

(left to right): Jessica Dehn and Matt 
Bonnet (Stephenson Service 
Company), Doug Dauphin 

(Monsanto representative), Kyle 
Wienen (SM FFA President), Dr. 

Daniel Schamper (winning farmer), 
Jack Korte (SM FFA Vice 

President) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 22: Section Banquet & Elections at River Ridge High School at 5:00 p.m. 

April 29: FFA Meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

May 7: FFA Meeting at 11:45 a.m. 

May 13: State Vet Science CDE at Joliet Junior College in Joliet, Illinois at 4:00 
p.m. 

May 28: Rewards Trip in Wisconsin Dells 

June 9-11: Illinois FFA Convention in Springfield, Illinois 

July 14: Section 1 FFA Fair in Freeport, Illinois 
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